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1. In your 16-17 program review update, you reflected on your program’s contributions to 
the College’s overall goal of improving student success. You identified strategies and 
activities your program planned to engage in to address this goal. Please describe your 
program’s progress over the past academic year.  

* a. What is the status of the project/activities/program improvements?  

The central concern of the college's 2016/17 data analysis form was improvement in the 

student success rate. To this end, the Humanities Discipline looked at two possible actions 

to improve discipline success rates: 1) reassessment of the HUMA 102 curriculum (because 

of this course's low success rate), and 2) changing our current ENGL 101 Advisory to an 
ENGL 101 Prerequisite. 

For project #1, we changed instructor and time period. This alteration seems to have 

helped, moving success rates in this course from 48% to 83%. Project #2 is still being 

discussed because of the conflicting needs of academic rigor (using a Prerequisite) and 
student equity (using an Advisory). 

* b. What improvements (if any) do you notice in your success data?  

There has been a notable improvement in student success rates for all but one of our 

courses. HUMA 102 has improved to 83%, 103 to 88%, 104 to 93%, 106 to 85%, 201 to 

76%, and 205 to 75%. And all of these success ratios coincide with consistent or improved 

retention rates. The only class with steady success rates is HUMA 101, at 67%. These high 

success rates are also matched by strong GPA improvements in our discipline as a whole: 
from an average of 2.52 in 2012/13 to an average of 2.84 in 2016/17. 

The lower success rates in HUMA 101 are probably tied to student preparation. Because this 

is our entry course, which is taken by many students across the campus to fill their basic 

Humanities transfer or degree requirements, the cross-section of students will be more 

varied in academic preparation. When students take their second Humanities course, they 

are already familiar with the materials and skills required for these studies. Therefore, their 
success rates are much better that the 101 students as a whole. 

We are especially happy to see that success rates and GPA among African-American and 

Latino students (who a decade ago had lower scores overall). In fact, in only the past five 

years, African-American students' success rates have improved from 62% to 70%, with 



average GPA improving from 1.93 to 2.58; and Latino students' success rates have grown 
from 59% to 71%, with average GPA improving from 2.26 to 2.58. 

* c. What barriers or obstacles have you encountered?  
The only troubling area of data for the Humanities Discipline is in general program statistics. 

Enrollments over the past five years have decreased from approximately 800 per semester 

to approximately 650 per semester, with fill rates dropping from 95% to 75% from 2012 to 

2017. These declines have been gradual but steady. Three factors are most likely to be 

responsible for these declines: 1) the general improvement in the U.S. economy seems to 

have led to fewer students at the college overall, 2) a notable drop across campus in 

students taking evening classes, and 3) the consisten societal drumbeat of the financial 

rewards of STEM education at the expense of the Humanities.  

Looking Forward  

* 2. Identify one major area of focus for your program (e.g. integrating adjunct faculty, 
enhancing cultural competency, collaborating with high schools, etc.)  
Currently, we have two focal areas: starting our new A.A. Degree in Humanities and 

Religious Studies, and finding and keeping well-qualified adjunct Humanities professors. 

Both of this areas are currently being address during the 2017/18 academic year, and both 

are achieving notable successes. Recently we have added three new adjuncts who have the 

broad and deep academic background in global arts and ideas, thus enabling them to fulfill 

the requirements of our comprehensive course outlines. And our application to offer an A.A. 

Degree has passed the SDCCD CIC and is currently being evaluated at the state level. The 

leader of Mesa's Curriculum Committee considers our proposal to be a model that can be 

followed by other departments that are developing programs. In writing our application, we 

did research and found that a large percentage of Mesa students took multiple Humanities 

Discipline courses and that 20-25% of current Humanities Discipline students would be 

interested in our A.A. Degree program.  

* 3. In what ways does this focus contribute to the College’s goals of improving student 
success and what shifts have you seen (or do you hope to see) in your program data that 
you would attribute to this focus?  
Student success should be measured through multiple factors. Certainly pass rates and GPA 

scores are part of the picture (both of which have been improving in the Humanities 

Discipline). But the development of well-rounded individuals who can create value in their 

lives and become thoughtful and engaged citizens is the ultimate test of a college's 

activities. The Humanities is essential in this development. Partnered with the important 

STEM and Social Science disciplines, our Humanities courses and our upcoming Humanities 

and Religious Studies A.A. Degree program will help Mesa's students to succeed in both the 

quantitative and the qualitative elements of their lives.  

* 4. In what ways does this focus contribute to the College’s goals of reducing equity 
gaps and what shifts have you seen (or do you hope to see) in your equity data that you 
would attribute to this focus?  
The strong improvement in retention, success, and GPA rates for African-American and 

Latino students in our Humanities Discipline courses show that we are contributing to the 

college's goals of improving equity for all members of our academic community.  



* 5. What other trends or patterns do you notice in the data that warrant further 
exploration?  
When our A.A. Degree and new courses come into play starting in the 2018/19 academic 

year, it will be important to tract not only the number of students who take advantage of 

these new program elements, but also the impact of the courses and degree on students' 

achievements in other Mesa disciplines and in their lives. (By the way, how do we accurately 

measure the second of these possible goals?)  


